COMMUNITY BASED INVENTORYING FORM
FOR THE MAPPING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE (ICH)
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District Name  Chitral Village Name Broun, Bumberet

Name or compiler and Ahsan Masood — THAAP Researcher

contact information +92-331-4806873
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1.1 Name of the Element, as used by the Community concerned and brief description.
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Goshnik: A rite of passage used to initiate young children into the Kalasha religion. “Gosh” means
animal shed and “nik” means “to take”. The word means to take children to the animal shed.
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The rite of passage is compulsory for every individual of the Kalasha community.
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The ritual is practiced in all three of the Kalasha valleys. Where as the “Gosh” or animal shed found
in every village plays a central role in the ritual.

Goshnik takes place in two events: during the later half of Chawmus festival in December and in
January/February depending on the phases of the moon.

Ten Goshnik were celebrated in the Chawmus of 2015.
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Goshnik is divided into two events. The first event has two ceremonies and the second has one.
There is only one event for girls, whereas there are two for the boys.

1. Chailaksambaik: For Boys and girls from the ages of 7-8
The event takes place during Chawmus on the morning of 18" December. On the said day the
maternal uncles and aunts of the child come and dress them in their traditional clothes. They
also bring animals, out of which the sacrificial animals are chosen. Walnut bread is cooked
and distributed amongst the family and the Shiraya or the midwife of the child in question.
The head of the child in question is also shaved. In the evening the men depart for the Gosh
and animal sacrifices are made there. The male child is purified with blood for the first time
there. No animal sacrifices are made for girls at Gosh and neither are they taken there.
However general sacrifices at the house are made for the blessing of the entire household.

2. Butsambaik: Only for Boys aged 9 - 11 or 12 — 13, and those who have already had a
Chailaksambaik
“But” means trousers and “Sambaik” means to put on. On the said day, the head of the child
is shaved and adorned with “Distaar” or the traditional turban and the “Paashakbut” or the
“laced trousers”. More sacrifices are made and the child is welcomed into the religion.

3. Pushawmarat: For Boys aged 7-8
Takes place when the moon which comes after the Chawmus moon has also complete waned
and before the new moon begins to wane. This usually falls between January and February.
More animal sacrifices are made atop of Gosh.
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2. Characteristics of the ICH Element cale (S &6 gobe

2.1 Personnel directly involved in the enactment or practice S o SJ_I uJS L. ,,[9 o ci;l_’;l L)‘_‘I
of the element (Name, Age, Gender, Professional Category)
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Traditionaly the Goshnik child is 12-13 years of age at the conclusion of his Goshnik. The male
members of the child’s family are involved in the purification and sacrificial rituals, along with the
cooking of the walnut bread.
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The midwife of the child, the relatives and neighbors of the family are given special importance
during the event, whereas the entire community takes part in the Goshnik celebrations
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The language associated with the practice is Kalashamon.
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The main threat to Goshnik are the outside influences and the insurgence of foreign people, namely
toursits and personnel belonging to the various forces. Due to the presence of a vast majority of
otherwise non-Kalasha people during the event, the Kalasha come under religious and/or social
scrutiny as the foreign people encroach on their land and private space.
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There is no immediate threat to any tangible elements, however the situation has been made much
more difficult due to the economic constraints brought on by the natural disasters and loss of forest
area, especially since these celebrations are expensive on the host parties.
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There are no safeguarding mechanisms in place at the moment, other than the communities own
attempts to better their economic conditions.




4.0 References concerning the ICH element (if any) Sla dlga slate ww S
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Loude, Jean-Yves and Liever, Viviane. Kalasha Solstice. South Asian Books, 1998
Wada, Akiko. Kalasha: Their Life & Traditions. Sang-e-Meel Publications, 2003
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1. Kalashadur: The Kalasha museum

2. The writings of Peter Parks

3. Echoes of Chawmus by NHK

4. Private collection of community members pertaining to the celebratory artificats and clothing
associated with the practice
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There are no restrictions associated to the use or access to any of this information.

5.2 Resource person(s): name, affiliation and location ,J_“._.As_‘ ML. le &“U K dlg TR QL@JJ_,_Q
(if any particular village)

Imran Kabir, Jamat-e-Islami, minority member, District Council, Chitral
Bron Village, Bumberet, Kalasha Valleys
Aged 35
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Broun Village, February 11", 2016
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6.0 Permission to compile data -l oyl

6.1 Person(s) who compiled the inventory A.A:ﬁjs JIJ-“ o . ﬁ“ |Sua|' A [)I L < w'
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Imran: A district council member on a minority seat, Broun Village
Ghiasudin Pir: THAAP Researcher
Ahsan Masood: THAAP Researcher
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concerned for inventorying the element;

and the information to be provided in the inventory -~

I \Q/WTM [éﬁ/% LF*__ agree as a representative of the Z(C( [ﬁ//QA community to

the inventorying of information gathered in reference to it/them being placed on the National and/or

Provincial ICH Database. This inventorying form has been filled with the collaboration of the local community
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6.3 Date of entering the information in the o0 oS a8 ol ae (536 (glign (ongd Sloglas
National and/or Provincial Inventory.




