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COMMUNITY BASED INVENTORYING FORM
FOR THE MAPPING OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE (ICH)
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Geographical Location / Ul e d?'f"

Longitude / & (%! 35°18'90" Latitude / 4 Jsb : 76°34'55"
| Provinee /-7: Gilgit Baltistan
District / & Ghanche Tehsil/d:‘;: Khapulu
Union Council / J*Y ¢y : Bara Village / Us¢: Bara Bala
. s

Name of Compiler / sc¥” o5 Organizational Affiliation/ 9 "~ | Contact No. / # & | E-mail / J* ('

aNGo
Nazir Ahmed OlLocal Community 03465331056 ceo@bcdf.pk

CJAny Other:

1. Identification of ICH Element /=5[> J LU F

1.1 Name of the Element Used by the Community (L’ Lf:’/c’__t‘l d;l}v'i U \J? 7 b S
concerned (in local language) ’
VAR

Gang Khswa

1.1.1 Brief descriptive title of the element (in English or Urdu) / J’w/‘;: J d'//ffl“.»ﬂ J(L‘ & A:..L“I

An indigenous practice of Glacier Grafting has been preserved by the people of Baltistan
known as ‘Gang Khswa', in their native language, meaning to ‘nurture with deep affection’.
(pewan kari)
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Domain the basis of relevance of
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Kloral Traditions and Expression / w LBl sl e Ly du

[Iperforming Arts / A ¥

al Practices, Rituals and Festive Events /Al w by velly S

|
: |

Soci
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wledge and Practices concerning Nature and the Universe/

MTraditional Craftsmanship / Jx+~ Gy

Craditional Cuisine /-4 (821

Traditional Games and Sports / J:A/(j':ly

KlAgricultural Practices / &} S

OTraditional Medicine / <l (jfl,)

CJOther :
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1.3 Community(ies) , groups, and individuals concerned /5121l Lo,/'/cd,gl Sl sl 2

Local communities; farmers, elders, women and youth groups involved in water
management and processes of this traditional knowledge

1.4 Physical location(s), distribution, and frequency of
enactment of the element

conditions.

Clul Ul S AW L/"y'/@bb/":wkf'
S b c'f{u,“uﬁ?c.""

Practiced in high-altitude mountainous areas of Gilgit Baltistan. Implemented Qccasiona“y in
water stress areas and it is practiced seasonally (winter), once per year depending on climate
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Jort description of the element (preferably no

sre than 200 words) (berree ol = ) JZ'M’/": L/(it“‘

Glacier grafting, locally known in Balti as "Gang Khswa," is an indigenous technique
practiced prlmarlly in Baltistan. This traditional method involves combining ice, water,
and organic materials in shaded, high-altitude areas to create glaciers.

he process is highly community-driven. Members of the local community collectively
identify suitable sites, transport ice and organic material, and construct glacier bases
using traditional methods. The knowledge and skills required for Gang Khswa are
transmitted orally from elders to younger generations, ensuring the continuity of this
ecological practice across centuries.

In recent years, organizations such as the Baltistan Culture & Development Foundation
(BCDF) have played a pivotal role in reviving and promoting glacier grafting. By
providing training programs, technical support, and community mobilization initiatives,
BCDF has strengthened local capacity to implement this practice effectively. Their
involvement has also helped document and formalize some of the traditional knowledge,
bridging the gap between indigenous methods and modern scientific approaches.

The benefits of glacier grafting extend beyond water conservation. By sustaining
agriculture in otherwise water-scarce regions, it directly supports food security.
Moreover, the collaborative nature of the activity fosters community cohesion,
strengthens local ownership of natural resources, and enhances resilience against
environmental challenges such as climate change. Gang Khswa stands as a powerful
example of how traditional ecological knowledge can be leveraged to address
contemporary environmental and social challenges while preserving cultural heritage.
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fransmission of the ICH Element(personnel and language(s) involved) / dj;“ U/LL‘I ol F

51 personnel/individuals (if applicable) directly involved . .
" in the practice and/or enactment of the element alv 4 ‘(L') e Las E’V’ g el oly e J_E o

(Name, Age; Gender, Professional category)
(~

vuhammad Bashir Feelili (30, male, Expert)
DR Akber (40, male, Expert)

Ghulam Nabi (45, male, Expert)

Muhammad Raza (48, male, Expert)
Muhammad Yousuf (64 male , Community)
Muhammad Shehryar (29 male , BCDF staff )
Sajjad Ali ( 28male, Intern Staff)

7.2 Other people in the community less directly involved, . = >
Je Lt <lnl & e g6 2

but who contribute to the practice of the element or
facilitate its practice or transmission s
Ly

Village organizations

Women (water use, agriculture support)

Local leaders

Youth
Experts
2.3 Language (s) and dialect (s) involved (if applicable) jJ ol ‘fi,l;"l
5 )l gy
Balti
2.4 Language (s) and dialect (s) spoken by the community ) 3 ye
concerned ,i"},l Jy d/d’(:' U e
Balti, Urdu

ICH/CBI-001

(& CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

of ICH Element / «'¢ J“"_ &S S

state
§1 hreats (if any) to the continued transmission of y ] s
(”" he element within the relevant community (ies) ' VVV LiVe J e oS J’J/ b v' VL o
Ty s A :,l,

Chmate change

| ~f v
Loss of traditional knowledge

"3 Threats to any tangible elements and resources (if any)
associated with the element

Reduced Snowfall
Deforestation

Decline in Wildlife

Loss of Medicinal Plants

Water Scarcity

. [ s
& f\;’. LI adl !

3.3 Safeguarding or other measures in place (if any) to JW‘ﬂfdféf_ﬂ P ;2: = ]
z - = M & = dL_,,,;,u_,'

address any of these threats and encourage future
enactment and transmission of the element
Training programs
Community mobilization

Documentation of knowledge
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3.4.2

3.43

lﬁWement

Went require urgent safeguarding o o
S wuy? d/é-—//b,‘; Jrs Jley

ves, due to endangered practi ‘
g : practices, .
disappearing. this knowledge is

s the element a viable representative of the d
Srb L s #,.,(r(/” < L)/ JB 2

ICH of the community(ies)

Yes, it is a strong representative of local ICH
and widely practiced

Any safeguarding/innovation measures taken

for enhancing viability

Community Awareness
University Research
NGO interventions

Youth engagement
knowledge transformat

d media

Traditional ion

Promotion through research an
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R oferences concerning the ICH element (if any) / el ,H,? ul”‘ L e

1 uterature (if any) (published artlclm
newspapers etc.)

(o,f, uuuuww uf"” de) Ly

Title of book, Article, Name of Author(s) / Publication Year / Page Number(s)

Newspaper etc./ v | S Ju¥ s [ AP Publisher / At

. . 5
Jol ){) O Ulawws

G yomn s 2007 549 s
925w jhL L ;./.:».,‘

4.2 Audio-visual materials, recordings, or any 7 2 - .
objects etc., in archives, museums, and JGJZU:/VV UJ/C‘—-LZ) ot S Oy gL
ivate collections (if a -
private collecti (if any) u;’wadii

Title of audio-visual material ) Collected / Recorded by | Year of collection and/or
or object / yI¥ Location / & / (WL JI,L/@QJQM,V publication / Jbb/cj!}lgé'.flé‘ﬂ
Ghulam Nabi Kharmang Bashir Balti 2025
Kacho Mohd Hussain Hamzigond Bashir Balti 2025
Allama M Ali Touheedi Ghanche Bashir Balti 2025
Zahid Hussain Bara Bala Bashir Balti 2025
M. Bashir Feelili Parang Bashir Balti 2025
Muhammad Yousuf Rombhukha Bashir Balti 2025
Shamshair Ali Machulu Bashir Balti 2025
-
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Res )
/ jlnformatlon e.
would not like to be shared

AN

[_—gions if any to the use of (or access to)
g., is there any sensitive information you

here are N0 Major restri , , N
sTensitive ] sh(J) [ld'eSt"Ct'O”S' hOWG‘\/'er, certain traditional knowledge may be
uld only be shared with community consent.

HJLBZ,) by

L oS 7 el o g

5.2 Resource person(s) detail
- R
Name/ ¢t Affiliation / ﬁb Location / Fu Contact No. / A &l
Nazir Ahmed Project Director / CEQ BCDF Skt 03465331056
Shehryar BCDF Staff Skardu 03425563378
M. Yousuf Project Engineer Kharmang 03468484902
B
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,,,.enfS related to ICH element ) [j’" = i Ssb & U1z éu/; ’VW
il

Y
y,,ﬂe;ai/ed Description / o

,Nmotograph(s) —Maximum 15, Minimum 10/ (i /(_ /’”, 1D < ) ol
5 audio (if possible)/ (x o /) &
[ Video (if possible)/ (s o s

[J Other / Y~

F . .
7. Permission to Compile Data / | <jb!¥ A,/'/;./"/ /o//

7.1 Name(s) of the Person(s) of the concerned
community who participated in filling in the form

Lo et S RIS L
-.Lfl/”-'(JU

Zahid Hussain

Mutahar Hussain

Hamid Ageel

Jamshaid

7.2 Date (s) and place(s) of information generated /,_gul (f}b‘(fé,/d‘"la el

(October 18, 2025)Bara Bala Ghanche Baltistan
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Nazir Ahmed

d8ree as a representative of the Baltistan
athered in reference to it/them being plac
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community to the
ed on the Nationa| and/or Provincial
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Signatures of additional community members (if any)/ (¥ ¥ ) 455 £ Jweli o L 51

r Name (r(;) , Signature (L;’j)
M Naeem W . A
&= 77 /

Saleem

( PN P A ;«--//
Asif Siddique W
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